Tumor versus tumor-associated macrophages: how hot is the link?
One of the functions of macrophages is to provide a defense mechanism against tumor cells. In contrast, tumor-associated macrophages (TAMs), which represent the major inflammatory component of the stroma of many tumors, are associated with tumor progression and metastasis. TAMs, in contrast with normal macrophages, exhibit the M2 phenotype, and thereby exhibit pro-tumoral functions, including angiogenesis and matrix remodeling. This review will discuss the role of TAMs in tumor progression and provide an overview of their significant part in tumor metastasis and angiogenesis.